RESTRICTED 


VOLUME V REPORT NO.40 


GONTROL'APPROVAL SYMBOL 
SPMCS-85 


WEEKLY HEALTH REPORT 


CURRENT MORBIDITY DATA FOR THE ARMY 
IN THE CONTINENTAL UNITED STATES 


WEEK ENDING 5 OCTOBER 1945 


| 
—800— 


Soe 


7 
SoS 


KAP De 
QQ 
BI 


ARMY 
MEDICAL 


FEB 26 1946 
LIBRARY 


EX RX 


2 
ras 


oS 
ete 


\? 
© 
SX 


ee 


% wererererenetsl 
SLES 
SOS 


re 
5055 
2505 
5 
oR 


O 
OOOO 


‘ANNUAL MORBIDITY RATE FROM ALL CAUSES COMBINED 
PER 1000 STRENGTH 


DISEASE inJUuRY aa 


SG FORM 396 REV | NOV 1944 OFFICE OF THE SURGEON GENERAL, MEDICAL STATISTICS DIVISION 


RESTRICTED HEALTH REPORTS BRANCH 


THIS DOCUMENT CONTAINS INFORMATION 
AFFECTING THE NATIONAL DEFENSE OF THE 
UNITED STATES WITHIN THE MEANING OF THE 


ESPIONAGE ACT, 50 U.S. C., 31 AND 32, AS 
AMENDED. ITS TRANSMISSION OR THE REVELA- 
TION OF ITS CONTENTS IN ANY MANNER TO AN 
UNAUTHORIZED PERSON IS PROHIBITED BY LAW. 


ee 


VOLUME W_ REPORT NO. 40 


WEEKLY HEALTH REPORT 


‘CONTENTS 
DATA FOR WEEK ENDING 5 OCTOBER 1945 


NATURE OF THE DATA . {a552 


COMMENT ON CURRENT TRENDS ° 


SUMMARY FOR TOTAL UNITED STATES AND THE SERVICE COMMANDS 


MORBIDITY DATA FOR INDIVIDUAL STATIONS (COTHER THAN GENERAL HOSPITALS ) 
HAVING A STRENGTH OF 5000 OR OVER 


STATIONS WITH HIGHEST MORBIDITY RATES . 


CASES OF DISEASES WHICH ARE OF SPECIAL INTEREST 


VENEREAL DISEASE ADMISSION RATES IN AUGUST 
COMMENT ON CURRENT TRENDS ., 


MORBIDITY DATA FOR INDIVIDUAL STATIONS WITH COLORED STRENGTH OF 1000 OR MORE 


—_—_———-—,. 


WEEKLY HEALTH REPORT 
NATURE OF THE DATA 


The data presented here are taken from the Statistical Health Reports, 
WD AGO 8-122, rendered weekly to the Office of The Surgeon General by every 
hospital and separate dispensary in the continental United States. Troops 
in transit and certain small detachments are not required to submit reports; 
for this and other reasons, total strength of reporting units has been con- 
Sistently about 1 percent below the actual strength of the Army in this coun- 
try. The mean strength shown for individual stations is that of Army person- 
nel attached or assigned for medical care anddoes not include organizations 
not on the post but dependent on the station for hospitalization. 


Because of the desirability of placing the information in circulation 
at the earliest possible time following its receipt, figures are in general 
shown herein as reported. Where there is some doubt as to the accuracy of 
the reported figures, their verification is requested, and the fact that 
they have been so questioned is indicated by the symbol (!). 


MORBIDITY DATA 


Admissions are reported only for cases admitted to a medical installa- 
tion (either to hospital or quarters) and not returned to duty within the 
same day, except for certain cases carded for record only (chiefly venereal 
disease cases treated on aduty status, anddeaths which occurred before admis- 
sion to hospital or quarters). Admissions designated as "injury" comprise 
all "new" traumatisms (i.e., morbidconditions due toexternal causes, includ- 
ing poisons taken internally, results of exposure to heat, cold and Light, 


as well as various types of wounds not due toenemy action) other than battle 


casualties. Under present conditions there would not be any direct admis- 
sions in the continental United States properly classifiable as battle casu- 
alties. All cases other than those of injury or battle casualty are classi- 
fied as "disease." 


Admission rates are shown for all causes combined, for all diseases 
combined, for injuries and for a few specific diseases. These rates are 
presented on an annual basis to facilitate comparisons with corresponding 
rates inannual and monthly reports. Such annual rates of admission indicate 
the number of admissions per thousand mean strength which would occur over 
a year’s time if the current week’s experience continued for a year. 


The report also shows the number of cases of the more common communi- 
cable: and certain other diseases of special interest. It may be noted that 
under the term infectious hepatitis are included cases reported as jaundice 
and cholangitis. Appended is alist of cases reported for the rarer communi- 
cable and certain other diseases. 3 


The average proportion of the daily strength of the command which is 
confined to hospital or quarters (mean number of non-effectives per thousand 
strength) is given in the summary table for the total United States and for 
each of the Service Commands. More significant is the estimated non-effective 
rate for personnel stationed in the United Statés shown inthe chart on page 7. 
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The number of enlisted men discharged during the week on Certificates 
of Disability for Discharge (CDD) are shgwn for individual stations. These 
data should be distinguished from the figures for "honorable discharges for 
physical and mental disqualification" assembled by The Adjutant General’s 
Office; the latter include discharges for inaptness in addition to CDD’s and 
are tabulated on a somewhat different basis (e-g., the April data represent 
April discharges processed by the AGO during April and Nay plus discharges 
prior to April which were processed in Nay). 


In making comparisons between Service Commands it should be borne in 
mind that morbidity rates naturally tend to be higher in those Service 
Commands which have a relatively large number of General Hospitals and Ports 
of Embarkation. The presence of sizeable numbers of troops not under the 
jurisdiction of a Service Command (e.g. casuals, task force.troops, ete.) 
affects the interpretation of the data from the viewpoint of Command respon- 
sibility. 

MORTALITY DATA J 


Recent studies indicate that the reporting of deaths on WD AGO 8-122 is 
incomplete, especially in the case of deaths from injury. The resulting 
understatement in the mortality rate from injury may be as much as 10 per- 
cent and occasionally even more, but the death rate from disease 4s not 
materially understated. Therefore in computing mortality rates from injury 
and from all causes on the basis of the corresponding numbers of deaths, as 


shown in this report, an appropriate adjustment for the underreporting of 
such deaths must be made. 


STATIONS WITH HIGHEST MORBIDITY RATES 


Included in the report isatable listing the stations (having strength 
ot 5000 or over) with the highest morbidity rates from all causes, from all 
diseases combined, from injuries, and from a few specific diseases. Not 
infrequently, the excessively high rates of admission for all causes and for 
all diseases combined reported from reception centers reflect a large number 
of venereal disease cases among newly inducted men. Therefore, more signi- 
ficant of high morbidity from disease are the rates of admission for disease 
excluding venereal infections existing prior to induction, which rates are 
also shown in the table. It should also be noted that reception, redis- 
tribution, and separation centers frequently report relatively large num- 
bers of admissions arising from routine physical examinations of large 
bodies of troops. 


EXPLANATORY MATTER 


: In reading the detail tables, it should be born in mind that admission 
rates based on small numbers of cases are not reliable. For this reason the 
symbol (?) is placed after admission rates computed on the basis of 5 or 
fewer cases. 

Where the current week’s data for a particular station have not been 
received, the latest available figures are substituted therefor and the 
symbol .(#') is nlaced after the name of the station. 
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COMMENT ON CURRENT TRENDS 


MORBIDITY IN TH 

Causes, Disease and 

Morbidity from all causes during the week ended 
5 October decreased by 4 percent under the previous 
week, being reported at 455 per thousand strength per 
year, Morbidity from disease was reported at 424 per 
thousand; the current week's disease morbidity rate 
being about 20 percent lower than that reported for 
the corresponding week of 1944. 


The admission rate from injury decreased slight— 
ly to 31 per thousand. It should be bore in mind 
that the injury rates reported since October 1944 are 
not strictly comparable with those prior to that time 
because of the directive (issued 29 September 1944) 
which provided for the reporting of injuries existing 
prior to entry into active service and of readnissions 
for injury under "disease" rather than under "injury", 
as was fomerly done. 


Bee nee 
Morbidity from colds, influenza, etc. was 


reported at 71 per thousand, as compared with the rate 
of 74 per thousand reported last week. The current 
week's rate is about 18 percent lower than that for 
the corresponding week of 1944. 


The admission rate for pneumonia dropped from 8 
to 7 per thousand; the same rate as that reported for 
the corresponding week of 1944. 
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Comnon Communicable Diseases; 
Morbidity from venereal diseases, excluding cases 


contracted prior to entry on active service, decreased 
to 49 per thousand from 58 per thousand last week. This 
reflects in part the normal cyclical trend during the 
month, since the lowest rate usually occurs during the 
first week, followed by a rise thereafter until the end 
of the month. 


The admission rate from diarrhea and dysentery 
decreased sharply to 4 per thousand, having been 13 per 
thousand in the corresponding week of 1944. 


The mmber of new cases of infectious hepatitis 
decreased to 201 from 241 cases reported during the 
previous week. (In the past 4 months, almost half of 
the cases of infectious hepatitis have been reported 
by general hospitals, ) 


VARIATION MOR TY BY SERVICE 
es, Disease and 3 

The admission rate for diseases remained virtually 
the same (less than 3 percent change) in the Second and 
Sixth Service Commands; the rate decreased by about 5 
percent in the Third and Fourth Service Commnds, 12 
percent in the Military District of Washington and the 
Eighth Service Command, and 22 percent in the Fifth. 
Increases of 5 percent and 12 percent were noted in the 
Ninth and First Service Commands respectively. 


The Second and Ninth Service Commands and the MDW 
reported the highest morbidity from all causes (539 per 
thousand, 533 per thousand and 588 per thousand res~ 
prectively) and from disease, The lowest admission 
rates from all causes (386 per thousand) and from 
disease (362 per thousand) were reported by the Fifth 
Service Command, 
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COMMENT ON CURRENT TRENDS (CONT'D) 


The Fourth and Ninth Service Commands reported 
the highest morbidity from injury (35 and 40 per 
thousand respectively). 


spire Causes? 

Morbidity from colds, influenza, etc. increased 
in the First, Second, Sixth, and Seventh Service 
Commands, The MDW reported the highest morbidity 
from these causes (103 per thousand), while the low- 
est was registered by the First Service Command 
(53 per thousand). All Service Commands except the 
MOW had rates under 90 per thousand. 


Common Commmicable Diseases: 
Morbidity fran venereal diseases, excluding EPTS 


cases, dscreased in all Service Commands, 


Morbidity from diarrhea and dysentery was rela—- 
tively low, all Service Camands reporting rates of 
6 per thousand or less except the Fifth, where the 
rate was 8 per thousand, 
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NON-EFFECTIVE RATE: 
The non-effective rate for personnel stationed in 


the continental United States is estimated at 24.0 per 
thousand strength for the week ending 5 October as 
compared with 33.9 per thousand for the corresponding 
week of 1944. The mean number of non-effectives in 
this country, including evacuees from overseas, de- 
creased to 73-4 per thousand troops in this country. 


PATIENTS REMAINING UNDER TREATMENT: 5 OCTOBER 1945: 
The mumber of neuropsychiatric cases remiining was 


25,100 or about 1700 fewer than at the end of the pre- 
vious week, Non~battle injury patients remaining 
numbered about 41,200, The mmber of battle casualty 
patients remaining decreased by about 4300 to mmber 


Ye 9857 


CERTIFICATES OF DISA FOR DI 2 

In the week ended 5 October there wers 11,770 en- 
listed personnel discharged by CDD, a decrease of about 
100 as compared with the previous week, Forty-eight 
percent of these discharges were reported by General 
Hospitals and 34 percent by Convalescent Hospitals. 
Among these CDD's were 2589 neuropsychiatric cases, &, 
decrease of about 650 as canpared with the previous 
week. 
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VENEREAL DISEASES AMONG INDUCTEES 

This report, covering the five-week period ended RATE ye .ebers FER A008 ere on RATE 
31 August 1945, presents an analysis of incidence of 
the venereal diseases for colored males and all other 
personnel for all units in the continental United 
States which submit Statistical Health Reports (WD AGO 
Forms &122). Data are shom for individual stations 
where the colored male strength was 1000 or more; for 
other units in each service command the data are show 
in total only. 


The chart on this page shows the number of induc- 
tees having a venereal disease per thousand entries 
into enlisted service for each month since June 1944. 
The ratio of inductees having a venereal disease to 
total inductees has decreased significantly since 
April 1945, for both colored males and other personnel. 
(There has been no change in War Department policy on 
acceptance of infected personnel into the Amy during 
the period covered by this chart.) It may be noted 
that since June of last year almost a third of the 
colored male personnel accepted had a venereal disease 
on entry into service, while less than 2 percent of 
other inductees were infected. 


Trends in morbidity from the venereal diseases for 
the Army in the continental United States are show 
graphically on page 25. It will be noted that the 
incidence of these diseases in August was at the high- 
est point since Pearl Harbor; the August admission rate 
of 53 per thousand per annum for "new, not EPTS" cases 
represented an increase of 13 percent over the July 
rate, and was almost 50 percent higher than the rate 
for August 1944 (It is probable that, the victory 
holiday in August affected the rate of increase in mor- 
bidity from these causes markedly; well-defined peaks 
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may be observed to follow the Christmas holiday season 
in each year shown in the chart.) 


The increase in total incidence of venereal dis- 
ease is due almost entirely to the rise in morbidity 
ek gon Dilan ike bean Sua toe eke VENEREAL DISEASE ADMISSION RATES 
total Army "new" admission rates for. syphilis or other (EXCLUDING EPTS CASES) 
venereal diseases. FOR THE FIVE WEEK PERIOD ENDING 3! AUGUST 1945 


The charts on pages 26 and 27 of this report ANNUAL RATE OF ADMISSION PER 1000 STRENGTH 
afford a basis for contrasting the morbidity from vene- gare 
real diseases among colored males with that for all 400 
@ther personnele The “new, not EPTS" rate for colored 
-males has increased more rapidly than that for other 
personnels; the August rate df 309 per thousand was 20 3 COLORED 
percent above the July rate for the former group, while an RATE 
the August rate of 36 per thousand for other troops 
represented an increase of about 12 percent over the 
preceding monthe 


During August, the highest morbidity from venerea. 
diseases among colored males was reported by the Mili- 
tary District of Washington, where the rate increased 
to 383 per thousand from 254 per thousand during Julye 
Rates for colored males higher than 350 per thousand 
were also reported by the Second and Eighth Service 
Camnands 


Among other than coLored male troops the highest 
incidence rates were reported by the Fifth Service 
Command (53 per thousand)! the Seventh Service Command 
(49 per thousand), and the Sixth Service Command (44 
per thousand). All other service commands had rates of 
less than 40 per thousande 


Morbidity from "newt syphilis was highest for both eS: 
colored males and other personnel in the First Service 5 
Conmand, where the rates were 66 per thousand and 6 per 
thousand respectively. The rate for syphilis among SERVICE COMMAND 
colored males was 56 per thousand in the Second Service 
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Command, and did not exceed 41 per thousand in other 
service commands, For other personnel, 4 rate of 5 per 
thousand was reported by the Third, while other service 
commands reported rates of 4 per thousand or less. 


Rates for gonorrhea among colored males ranged 
from 342 and 322 in the Military District of Washington 
and the Eighth Service Command, respectively, to 176 in 
the Sixth Service Command, The Fifth Service Command, 
nowever, reported the highest morbidity (49 per thou- 
sand) from gonorrhea among troops other than colored 
males, while the Sixth and Seventh Service Commands had 
rates of 41 and 45 per thousand respectively. Other 


service commands had rates of 35 per thousand or less, 
with an incidence of 16 per thousand per annum being 
reported by the Military District of Washington. 


The charts on page 28 canpare "new" venereal dis- 
ease morbidity rates for colored males and other per- 
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sunnel in eacn service command with the rates for the 
continental United States as a whole by months in 1944 
and 1945- It will be seen that the increase in the 
total U. S. rate during August included increases in 
all service command rates except that for the Ninth, 
where no change occurred. Morbidity among colored 
males decreased only in the Fifth Service Command; 
among other troops, incidence rose in all service com 
mands except the Ninthe 


Non-effectiveness due to venereal diseases, in- 
cluding that due to EPTS cases, was at a rate of «66 
per thousand; the rate for colored males dropped from 
5203 per thousand per day in July to 4.68 in August, 
while that for other personnel increased slightly to 
e41 per thousand, It will be noted that the increased 
admission rate for venereal diseases has not resulted 
in an increase in the non-effective rate. 
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